
Extreme sudoku 36: XY-wing, 23 clues
Hardest step: XY-wing · 23 clues · one solution
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Extreme sudoku 36: XY-wing (solution)
Hardest step: XY-wing · 23 clues · one solution

4 1 6 9 7 5 8 2 3

7 2 5 6 8 3 4 9 1

9 3 8 4 1 2 6 7 5

3 6 2 8 9 4 5 1 7

1 8 4 2 5 7 3 6 9

5 9 7 3 6 1 2 4 8

2 5 3 7 4 9 1 8 6

8 7 1 5 2 6 9 3 4

6 4 9 1 3 8 7 5 2
Hardest step. XY-wing: pivot R4C1, wings R2C1 and R4C9; removes 7.

Solve path: 39 singles first; 17 squares still open at the hardest step.
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